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and pride. Olive was justly regarded as a man equal to any command.
Two hundred English soldiers and seven hundred sepoys were sent to
him, and with this force lie instantly commenced operations, He took
the fort of Timery, effected a junction with a division of Morari How's
army, and hastened, by forced marches, to attack Rajah Sahib, who
was at the head of about five thousand men, of whom three hundred
were French. The action was sharp, but Olive gained a complete
victory, The military chest of Rajah Sahib fell into the hands of the
conquerors. Sis hundred sepoys, who had served in. the enefciy's army,
came over to Olive's quarters, and were taken into the British service,
Conjeveram surrendered without a blow. The governor of Arnee de-
serted Ohunda Sahib, and recognised the title of Mahommed All!"

Since the date of these transactions, Arcot has very much declined
in population and wealth. The removal of the Nawaub and his Court
to Madras destroyed its importance as a seat of Government j and
after the cession of the Government of the Camatic to the English,
the number of wealthy Mussulman officials resident there was still
further reduced. The ancient walls of the city still remain; but a
large part of what was once covered with streets and houses, is now
bare; and almost all the old Mussulman families of consideration
have emigrated to Madras or to Hyderabad, Still from its position
on the banks of the Palar, the centre of a tract of fertile and well
watered country, it must continue to bo a place of some considerable
trade. Some manufactures are carried on at Arcot, particularly of
chintz and of gold lace and kincob ; but the latter business has much
fallen off of late years. The wall of the old fort which was within
the Pettah is very much gone to ruin. The city contains some Mus-
sulman tombs of very superior design and workmanship. The Sub-
Collector of the North Arcot district resides at Arcot.

Ranipett,
Or the cantonment of Arcot, is 70 miles west of Madras. It is
situated on the western trunk road from Madras to Bangalore ; the
electric telegraph between those places also passes through it, but
at present it has no "station." It stands upon elevated ground
sloping towards the left bank of the Palar river, which flows at tho
distance of 900 yards in its front. The country around tho canton-
meat is open, but irregular; and with the exception of two or three
s, of no great altitude, is generally level with slight un-